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For Immediate Release:

MUSIC TEACHERS CAN EARN MASTER'S DEGREES. CEU'S IN NEW EIU SUMMER PROGRAM
CHARLESTON -A new Eastern Illinois University program will allow music educators to earn
master's degrees and continuing education credits during their summer vacations.
ln three summers, a graduate student can complete coursework for a master of arts degree with
concentration in music education.
The same courses may be taken individually for teachers who don't seek degrees but instead want
to earn continuing education units.
The program begins in June. Students apply to the Graduate School and to the Graduate Music
Program by May 1, but applications will be considered up until classes begin.
"Response has been quite good, particularly among our graduates who have beep out teaching for
a while," said Peter Hesterman, the music department's graduate coordinator.
People from as far away as South America have expressed interest, said Parker Melvin, acting chair
of the music department.
"It will be a great boost to enrollment in our graduate program," Melvin said.
In the past, music educators would often attend EIU for master's degrees in fields other than
education, Hesterman said. Now, "there s~ms to be more of an interest in improving as a teacher,;; he
said.
Two core courses are planned for this summer: Psychology of Music Teaching and Learning, and
Introduction to Research in Music. Each is worth three semester hours or nine CEUs.
Three workshops have been developed by EIU faculty with public school educators in mind: Podium
Time (for improving conducting skills), Teaching the General Music Course, and Technology Applied in
the Music Classroom. Each is worth one semester hour or three CEUs.
For more information, visit www.eiu.edu/-music, call the music department at (217) 581-3010 or call
Hesterman at (217) 581-3611.
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